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Seeing the bible as the only true story 
(unchallenged, uncriticised, and 
untouchable) leaves us with a void, a 
silent incompleteness in understanding 
who we are as moana. Today, the 
moana of stories produced by moana 
writers assists us to encircle our search 
and struggles for some structure of 
meaning. Our task is to rework the 
biblical stories with our indigenous 
references, symbols, values, languages, 
and literature, to reconstitute biblical 
stories as changing but changeless 
island literary and hermeneutical 
designs. 
 
 

Advance registration is not required. Zoom details: 
https://otago.zoom.us/j/98778716541?pwd=SWhaQnZYMnAzd2dnc2JnUGNWMW85Zz09 
    Password: 348850 

 

Revd. Dr. Mosese Ma’ilo is Principal and Methodist Church Conference Professor of Biblical 
Hermeneutics at Piula Theological College, Samoa. PhD Graduate from the University of 
Birmingham, England in Postcolonial Biblical Hermeneutics. Member of the Oceania 
Biblical Studies Association. Publications include Bible-ing My Samoan: Native Languages 
and Bible Translating in the Early Nineteenth Century, 2015; Faatoetoemuliola:  Biblical and 
Theological Hermeneutics, Samoan Style, 2018.  
 
This lecture is hosted by the Centre for Theology and Public Issues, University of Otago, in 
a lecture series on Moana Theology that is intended to be of particular interest to Moana 

and Māori students. All welcome. Contact: david.tombs@otago.ac.nz 
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